Archbishop Oscar Romero Prayer: A Step Along the Way

It helps, now and then, to step back and take a long view.
The kingdom is not only beyond our efforts, it is even beyond our vision.
We accomplish in our lifetime only a tiny fraction
of the magnificent enterprise that is God's work.
Nothing we do is complete,
which is a way of saying that the Kingdom always lies beyond us.
No statement says all that could be said.
No prayer fully expresses our faith.
No confession brings perfection. No pastoral visit brings wholeness.
No program accomplishes the Church's mission.
No set of goals and objectives includes everything.

This is what we are about. We plant the seeds that one day will grow.
We water seeds already planted, knowing that they hold future promise.
We lay foundations that will need further development.
We provide yeast that produces far beyond our capabilities.
We cannot do everything, and there is a sense of liberation in realizing that.
This enables us to do something, and to do it very well.
It may be incomplete, but it is a beginning, a step along the way,
an opportunity for the Lord's grace to enter and do the rest.
We may never see the end results, but that is the difference
between the master builder and the worker.
We are workers, not master builders; ministers, not messiahs.
We are prophets of a future not our own. Amen

Ephesians. 4: 17-32
So I declare and testify in the Lord that you must no longer
live as the Gentiles do, in the futility of their minds;
darkened in understanding, alienated from the life of God
because of their ignorance, because of their hardness
of heart, they have become callous and have handed
themselves over to licentiousness for the practice of every
kind of impurity to excess.
That is not how you learned Christ, assuming that you have
heard of him and were taught in him, as truth is in Jesus, that
you should put away the old self of your former way of life,
corrupted through deceitful desires, and be renewed in the
spirit of your minds, and put on the new self, created in
God's way in righteousness and holiness of truth.
Therefore, putting away falsehood, speak the truth, each one to his neighbor,
for we are members one of another.
Be angry but do not sin; do not let the sun set on your anger, and do not leave room
for the devil. The thief must no longer steal, but rather labor, doing honest work with
his (own) hands, so that he may have something to share with one in need.
No foul language should come out of your mouths, but only such as is good for needed
edification, that it may impart grace to those who hear.
And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with which you were sealed for the day
of redemption. All bitterness, fury, anger, shouting, and reviling must be removed
from you, along with all malice. And be kind to one another, compassionate, forgiving
one another as God has forgiven you in Christ.

James 1:19-20
Know this, my dear brothers:
everyone should be quick to hear, slow to speak,
slow to wrath, for the wrath of a man
does not accomplish the righteousness of God.

